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COVER SHEET FOR AMENDMENT OF
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Instructions: Use this form as a cover sheet for any paperwork you may need to submit to the Office of
Public Records in order to make your Privately Sponsored Post-Travel Submission complete in
accordance with Rule 35. Only complete this form if you need to submit an amendment to a post-
travel filing you have already submitted.
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Van Stralen, Kara (Hassan)

From: Selesnick, Kelly (Ethics)

Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2018 2:09 PM

To: Van Stralen, Kara (Hassan)

Subject: Post Travel Paperwork for FRS Trip to West Virginia on April 13
Hi Kara,

Thank you for submitting the post travel paperwork for your trip to West Virginia on April 13, sponsored by the
Foundation for Rural Service. The paperwork that you submitted was missing your invitation from the sponsor. The
paperwork that you submitted also included the original draft versions of the private sponsor travel certification form
and the itinerary, instead of the revised versions that the sponsor provided to the Committee for approval. Can you
please submit the invitation, as well as the final versions of the private sponsor travel certification form and the itinerary
to OPR? | suggest asking the sponsor to send you the most-recent versions of the documents so that you can amend

your OPR submission accordingly.

Best,
Kelly

Kelly A. Selesnick

Counsel

Select Committee on Ethics
United States Senate

220 Hart Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-2981 (phone)
(202) 224-7416 (fax)

The information and/or guidance contained in this email is confidential. Any guidance provided is based upon the specific facts presented to the
Committee. If this email does not correctly recite the facts, you may not rely on the guidance provided and should contact the Committee
immediately for revised guidance. Further, this message is intended only for the recipient. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or other use of this communication is strictly prohibited.



Van Stralen, Kara (Hassan)

From: Jessica Golden <JGolden@frs.org>

Sent: Wednesday, March 7, 2018 5:07 PM

To: Van Stralen, Kara (Hassan)

Subject: RE: Day Trip: Rural Broadband Tour for Hill Staff, April 13
Kara—

Wonderfull Thank you for letting me know! I'll touch base with everyone as we get closer to the tour date.

From: Van Stralen, Kara (Hassan) [mailto:Kara_VanStralen@hassan.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 4:47 PM

To: Jessica Golden <JGolden@frs.org>

Subject: RE: Day Trip: Rural Broadband Tour for Hill Staff, April 13

| plan to attend from our office — will get the ethics paperwork turned in soon!
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From: Jessica Golden [mailto:)JGolden@frs.org]
Sent: Tuesday, March 6, 2018 2:54 PM

Subject: Day Trip: Rural Broadband Tour for Hill Staft, April 13

Good Afternoon,

The Foundation for Rural Service would like to invite you on a Rural Broadband Tour day trip to West Virginia
on April 13.

The purpose of this trip is to educate Hill staff on the geographic and financial challenges of providing robust
broadband service to remote areas, as well as to highlight the role rural telecom companies play in providing
these essential services that support education, agriculture, health care, and public safety. Attendees will visit
Hardy Telecommunications, a small, rural telecommunications cooperative in West Virginia. The group will
also visit with rural community leaders representing local government, rural development, industry, and
education to discuss ways in which the state has been enhanced by broadband applications. Lastly, the day trip
includes a visit to the Smoke Hole Caverns and to a Local 911 Call Center. Drive times through West Virginia
will give FRS staff an opportunity to provide educational sessions on the bus, as well as illustrate the difficulty
of serving “last mile” areas in a highly rural state. |

. o

-~ . "% "f’ “ ' o e
.".V L e o .--"__Jffmll- '-




To ;_ttend:pﬁleaséﬁ:}

1. _hﬁés:pond to this email to confirm a spot on the trip (spaces are limited so please do RSVP asap).
2. Submit the attached paperwork to the Senate Select Committee on Ethics, along with:

a. A copy of the employee pre-travel authorization form (signed by you and your supervising
Senator/Officer)

All the best,
Jessica

Jessica J. Golden
Exgcti_ve Director
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4121 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1000
Arlington, VA 22203
Office Phone: 703-351-2044

Cell Phone: 202-841-4995
www.{rs.org
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Follow FRS on Facebook for regular updates.

This electronic message, including attachments, may include information that is confidential, proprietary and/or
legally privileged. It is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) named as recipients in the message. Any
unauthorized use, disclosure, copying or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or have
received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender by replying to the e-mail and delete all copies of the
original message. If you no longer wish to receive e-mail from this account, please reply to this message with
the word "remove" in the subject line.

This electronic message, including attachments, may include information that is confidential, proprietary and/or
legally privileged. It is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) named as recipients in the message. Any
unauthorized use, disclosure, copying or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or have
received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender by replying to the e-mail and delete all copies of the
original message. If you no longer wish to receive e-mail from this account, please reply to this message with
the word "remove" in the subject line.



FOUNDATION FOR
RURAL SERVICE

Itinerary for FRS Congressional Broadband Day Trip to West Virginia
April 13, 2018 |

The Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) 1s a 501¢3 non-profit dedicated to enhancing quality of

life iIn America by promoting a better understanding of rural 1ssues. The vision of FRS i isto
harness the power of the rural communications industry t to enrich lives in America.

The purpose of this trip is to educate Hill staff on the geographic and financial challenges of
providing robust broadband service to remote rural areas, as well as to highlight the role rural
telecom companies play in providing these essential services that support education, agriculture,
health, and public safety. Attendees will visit Hardy Telecommunications, a small, rural
telecommunications cooperative in West Virginia. The group will also visit with rural
community leaders and discuss ways in which the state has been enhanced by broadband
applications. Drive times through West Virginia will give FRS staft an opportunity to provide

educational sessions on the bus, as well as 1llustrate the difficulty of serving “last mile” areas in a
highly rural state.

Per the Ethics rules, no registered lobbyists will attend this trip. All expenses will be paid in full
by the Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) and will be subject to the daily per diem allowances

for Senate and House employees—in other words, all meals and transportation for staffers will
be covered by FRS within these allowance rates.

Friday, April 13, 2018

7:00—7:30 a.m. Meet to board the bus (Rayburn House Office Buzldmg) Coffee and bagels will
be provided.

7:30—9:30 a.m. Drive from Washington, DC (Rayburn House Office Building) to Hardy -
Telecommunications (2255 Kimseys Run Road, Lost River, WV).

o §8:00—9:00 a.m. Mr. Brian Ford (Senior Regulatory Counsel, NTCA—The Rural
Broadband Association) will give staffers an overview of rural broadband history in the
U.S., including a regulatory overview, an explanation of the development of the
Universal Service Fund and answer any questions the staffers might have.

9:30—10:30 a.m. Arrive at Hardy Telecommunications (22355 Kimseys Run Road, Lost River,

WV) and Participate in “Welcome to West Virginia” discussion. Hardy Telecom staff, including
Mr. Scott Sherman (CEQ) and Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service), will provide a
presentation for staff, including an introduction to the state’s history of broadband buildout, the



unique challenges that the development of telecommunications services has taced 1n the state,
and regulatory updates unique to the company and state.

10:30—11:00 a.m. Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service, Hardy Telecom) will lead
staffers on a tour of the Central Office of Hardy Telecom to see their Central Office, the
company’s switch and hear from staff members on the technical components of the network.

11:00—11:45 a.m. Drive to Moorefield, W.Va. for Lunch Roundtable (Rural Development
Authority; 223 N. Main Street #102, Moorefield, WV)

11:45—1:15 pm. Lunch Roundtable with Hardy County Community Leaders (Rural
Development Authority, 223 N. Main Street #102, Moorefield, WV)

Staffers will be joined by community leaders representing local government, rural development,
industry, education, public safety, and other areas to hear about how collaborations have led to
successful broadband projects, and the many ways Hardy County 1s benefiting from a modern
broadband network. Also discussed will be the unique position that NTCA member Hardy
Telecom, a non-profit cooperative, holds in the community in terms of keeping the county
competitive with surrounding counties that don’t have a similar provider. Lunch will be made by
the local Future Farmers of America (FFA) chapter, who regularly make meals for different
community events and fundraisers, including the annual Rural Development Authority holiday
dinner. The cost of the meal for the staffers will be fully covered by FRS and will be under the
federal per diem.

Present at the meeting will be:

e Mr. Roy Harper, Chair of the Hardy County Rural Development Authority (Mr. Harper is
also a local Future Farmers of America (FFA) teacher and his students will be preparing
the meal for the staffers, at full cost to FRS);

e Mr. Harold Michael, Member of the Hardy County Commission;

e Mr. Steve Reckart, Chief of Police for Moorefield, who will discuss the use of broadband
by law enforcement and public safety officials in the area;

e Ms. Elizabeth Pennell, President of ASC Services LLC, a transcription company that

i provides transcripts of government meetings that is based in Hardy County only because

e of the broadband that 1s available;

IR e Ms. Briana LaVorgna, dean of Community Engagement and Partnerships for Eastern

hi West Virginia Community and Technical College, who will discuss the opportunities

~ provided for local students through Hardy Telecom’s broadband services and community

0k service;

E: e Hardy Telecom’s Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service) and Ms. Heather

EH% Robbins (Business Development Representative) will also join.

o

gi 1:15—1:45 p.m. Drive to Smoke Hole Caverns in Grant County (8290 N. Fork Hwy Cabins, WV
2685)5).

1:45—2:15 p.m. Staffers will participate in a “Walk and Talk” tour through Smoke Hole
Cavemns to give context to the conversation they will later have with Ms. Jill Hendrick, the owner



g
K

1o
i
%

it
(4]

i
it
ik
i

i

Eu!
k
3
d

of Smoke Hole Caverns and Log Cabin Resort, which operates the Caverns as well as log cabins
and is a source of economic development for the small, rural Appalachian community 1n Grant
County. On the “Walk and Talk,” staffers will be accompanied by Mr. Derek Barr (Director of
Customer Service, Hardy Telecom) as well as an employee of Smoke Hole Caverns (to be
assigned on the day-of by the Caverns). Both will provide a background of the area’s many
geographical challenges to providing broadband service, including a description of the thick rock
deposits that make it very difficult to provide either wireless or wired broadband.

2:15—3:00 p.m. After a short tour of the Caverns, staffers will meet with Ms. Jill Hendrick, the
owner of Smoke Hole Caverns and Log Cabin Resort, a local small business that struggles with
access to an adequate broadband connection. Ms. Hendrick will share her experience working to

provide her business and community with broadband and how the lack of adequate broadband
adversely affects her business.

3:00—3:15 p.m. Drive to Local 911 Call Center/Data Center in Grant County (155 Technology
Lane, Petersburg, WV)

3:15—4:00 p.m. Staffers will visit the Grant County 911 Center in the Grant County Industrial
Park (155 Technology Lane, Petersburg, WV). The group will be met by Ms. Tammy Kitzmiller
(Executive Director of the Grant County Development Authority), to hear about how an ongoing
broadband project with Hardy Telecom will greatly enhance the emergency safety operations at

‘the center, and how the broadband connection with the adjoining Data Center will bring new

business opportunities to Grant County.

4:00—6:00 p.m. Tour ends, staffers drive back to Washington, DC (Drop off at Rayburn House
Office Building).

e 4:30—5:30 p.m. Mr. Brian Ford (Senior Regulatory Counsel, NTCA—The Rural
Broadband Association) and Ms. Jessica Golden (Executive Director, Foundation for
Rural Service) will host a wrap-up discussion on the bus to answer any questions the
staffers might have, the current and future barriers to broadband access in rural America
and collaboration with community partners to make access to telecommunications
services possible.
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PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM

This form must be completed by any private entity offering to provide travel or reimbursement for travel to
Senate Members, officers, or employees (Senate Rule 35, clause 2). Each sponsor of a fact-finding trip must sign
the completed form. The trip sponsor(s) must provide a copy of the completed form to each invited Senate
traveler, who will then forward it to the Ethics Committee with any other required materials. The trip sponsor(s)

should NOT submit the form directly to the Ethics Committee, Please consult the accompanying instructions for
more detailed definitions and other key information.

The Senate Member, officer, or employee MUST also provide a copy of this form, along with the appropriate

travel authorization and reimbursement form, to the Office of Public Records (OPR), Room 232 of the Hart
Building, within thirty (30) days after the travel is completed.

1. Sponsor(s) of the trip (please list all sponsors): Foundation for Rural Service (FRS)

e

2. Description of the trip: Travel to West Virginia to meet with a rural broadband provider as well as commu

‘___'—-_'*_'_————-——_-—_-_-___—__-__'_

-nity leaders to discuss challeﬁges and successes of rural broadband in the state.

3. Dates of travel: April 13,2018

___'ﬁ"‘_—_'—-—-———___-_.____—-_—____—_

4 Place of travel: West Virginia: Grant & Hardy Counties;towns: Lost River. Modreﬁeld, Petersburg, Cabins

e ——— e ————— e

5.  Name and title of Senate invitees: SEE ATTACHED

6.  Icertify that the trip fits one of the following categorie;s:

X] (A) The sponsor(s) are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and do not retain or

en:upl?y registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and no lobbyist or agents of a foreign
principal will accompany the Member, officer, or employee at any point throughout the trip.

—OR -
s (B) The sponsor or sponsars are not registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal, but retain or

employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal and the trip meets the
requirements of Senate Rule 35.2(a)(2)(A)(i) or (ii) (see question 9).

7. X1 certify that the trip will not be financed in any part by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign
principal. |

— AND -

X] | certify that the sponsor or sponsors will not accept funds or in-kind contributions earmarked directly

or indirectly for the purpose of financing this specific trip from a registered lobbyist or agent of a

foreign principal or from a private entity that retains or employs one or more registered lobbyists or
agents of a foreign principal. |

8. [ certify that:

X] The trip will not in any part be planned, organized, requested, or arranged By a registered lobbyist or
agent of a foreign principal except for de minimis lobbyist involvement.

~ AND -

X] The traveler will not be accompanied on the trip by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal
except as provided for by Committee regulations relating to lobbyist accompaniment (see question 9.

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 1 of 4



9. USE ONLY IF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 6(B)

[ certify that if the sponsor or sponsors retain or employ one or more registered lobbyists or agents of a
foreign principal, one of the following scenarios applies:

] (A) The trip is for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and one

overnight stay) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will accompany the Member,
officer, or employee on any segment of the trip.

~OR -

L] (B) The trip is for attendance or participation in a one-day event (exclusive of travel time and two

overnight stays) and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will accompany the
Member, officer, or employee on any segment of the trip (see questions 6 and 10).
-OR -

[ (C) The trip is being sponsored only by an organization or organizations designated under § 501(c)(3)

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and no registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal will
accompany the Member, officer, or employee at any point throughout the trip.

10. USE ONLY IF YOU CHECKED QUESTION 9(B)

I the trip includes two overnight stays, please explain why the second night is practically required for
Senate invitees to participate in the travel:

11. [ An itinerary for the trip is attached to this form. I certify that the attached itinerary is a detailed (hour-
by-hour), complete, and final itinerary for the trip.

12. Briefly describe the role of each sponsor in organizing and conducting the trip:

SEE ATTACHED
el
pui .
,[:_‘ 13. Briefly describe the stated mission of each sponsor and how the purpose of the trip relates to that mission:
:’:: The mission of FRS is to sustain and enhance quality of life in America by advancing an understanding of
it —_—m
é*; rural issues. FRS educates the public on the benefits of rural broadband applications in health, education.
Wi |
Eé“l agriculture, etc. The trip will showcase the challenges of providing broadband to rural communities.
(i
g:: 14. Briefly describe each sponsor’s prior history of sponsoring congressional trips:
[;* FRS has sponsored similar trips for Congressional staffers, including to Wyoming (2016), Kentucky and

Tennessee (2015), upstate New York (2014) and Montana (2013).

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 2 of 4



15.  Brietly describe the educational activities performed by each sponsor (other than sponsoring congressional
trips): |

" FRS produces white papers and economic studies on rural broadband issues; hosts an annual youth tour

for rural students; sponsors college scholarship and rural grant programs; offers educational events for

third parties and Hill staffers like a Broadband 101; Smart Agriculture Surﬁmit, etc.

16. Total Expenses for Each Participant:

Transportation Lodging Meal
Expenses Expenses -~ Expenses

$250 for charter $34 for breakfast
- and lunch

bus

Other
Expenses

$15 Smoke Hole
Caverns
Admission Fee

ix] Good Faith
~ estimate

D Actual
Amounts

I'7. State whether a) the trip involves an event that is arranged or organized without regard to congressional

participation or b) the trip involves an event that is arranged or organized specifically with regard to
congressional participation: '

~ All of the trip is planned speciﬁca!ly with regard to congressional participation.

18. Reason for selecting the location of the event or trip

Rural West Virginia highlights a wide variety of geographic challenges reflecting those faced by other

areas of the US. The location ié also possible to visit in & day trip from DC.

G

b} 19. . Name and location of hotel or other lodging facility:

By
wl

e NONE; DAY TRIP ONLY.

a8t
5

- i . 20. Reason(s) for selecting hotel or other lodging facility:.

(3 —
il N/A

i}
(4 -

Private Sponsor Certification - Page 3 of 4
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Describe how the daily expenses for lodging, meals, and other expenses provided to trip participants
compares to the maximum per diem rates for official Federal Government travel:

The day's meals will be less than the federal per diem rate for meals.

Describe the type and class of transportation being provided. Indicate whether coach, business-class or first

class transportation will be provided. If first-class fare is bemg provided, please explain why first-class
travel is necessary:

FRS will hire a bus to take the staffers on the day trip. FRS based the bus selection on the capability of

the vehicle to navigate rural, often mountainous terrain.

I represent that the travel expenses that will be paid for or reimbursed to Senate invitees do not include

expenditures for recreational activities, alcohol, or entertainment (other than entertainment provided to
all attendees as an integral part of the event, as permissible under Senate Rule 35).

List any entertainment that will be provided to, paid for, or reimbursed to Senate invitees and explain why
the entertainment is an integral part of the event:

None.

[ hereby certify that the information contained herein is true, complete and correct. (For trips involving
more than one sponsor, you must inclugde a compl€sed SIgnat‘ure page for each additional sponsor):

Signature of Travel Sponsor " /

Name and Title: “eSSica Golden, Dlrector

Name of Organization: Foundation for Rural Service

4121 Wilson Blvd., Suite 1000, Arlington, VA 22203

Address:

Telephone Number: /o> 921-2044

Fax Number:

E-mail Address; 190/9en@frs.org

Privaté Sponsor Certification - Page 4 of 4
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ATTACHMENT FOR PRIVATE SPONSOR TRAVEL CERTIFICATION FORM (Senate)
Page 2 of 2 (Question 12)

Foundation for Rural Service (FRS)
Congressional Broadband Tour Day Trip to West Virginia
Apnl 13,2018
12. Briefly describe the role of each sponsor in organizing and conducting the trip:

FRS is the sole sponsor of the trip and will make all arrangements for travel (transportation and
meals) and will incur all expenses. As a foundation, FRS receives donations from many different
companies and individuals that make its programs possible. Some funding is given specifically
for educational awareness activities and programming. It 1s up to FRS to decide how to use this
funding—and we have done so for telehealth summits, broadband 101s and this trip, for
example, all education on rural issues as per our mission—and there has been no direct, nor
indirect, requirements on how to use our funding beyond for educational awareness on rural

issues (as established in our mission). No funding provided to FRS by any of its donors or
contributors has been earmarked for this specific trip.
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RURAL SERVICE

~Itinerary for FRS Congressional Broadband Day Trip to West Virginia
April 13, 2018

The Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) is a 501¢3 non-profit dedicated to enhancing quality of

life in America by promoting a.better understanding of rural issues. The vision of FRS is to
harness the power of the rural communications industry to enrich lives in America.

The purpose of this trip is to educate Hill staff on the geographic and financial challenges of
providing robust broadband service to remote rural areas, as well as to highlight the role rural
telecom companies play in providing these essential services that support education, agriculture,
health, and public safety. Attendees will visit Hardy Telecommunications, a small, rural
telecommunications cooperative in West Virginia. The group will also visit with fural
community leaders and discuss ways in which the state has been enhanced by broadband

applications. Drive times through West Virginia will give FRS staff an opportunity to provide

educational sessions on the bus, as well as illustrate the difficulty of serving “last mile” areas in a

‘ighly rural state.

Per the Ethics rules, no registered lobbyists will attend this trip. All expenses will be paid in full
by the Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) and will be subject to the daily per diem allowances

for Senate and House employees—in other words, all meals and transportation for staffers will
be covered by FRS within these allowance rates.

Friday, April 13, 2018

7:00—7:30 a.m. Meet to board the bus (Rayburn House Office Building). Coffee and bagels will
be provided. |

7:30—9:30 a.m. Drive from Washington, DC (Rayburn House Ofﬁce Building) to Hardy
Telecommunications (2255 Kimseys Run Road, Lost River, WV).

e 8:00—9:00 a.m. Mr. Brian Ford (Senior Regulatory Counsel, NTCA—The Rural
Broadband Association) will give stafféers an overview of rural broadband history in the
U.S., including a regulatory overview, an explanation of the development of the
Universal Service Fund and answer any questions the staffers might have.

9:30—10:30 a.m. Arrive at Hardy Telecommunications (2255 Kimseys Run Road, Lost River,
WV) and Participate in “Welcome to West Virginia” discussion. Hardy Telecom staff, including
Mr. Scott Sherman (CEO) and Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service), will provide a
presentation for staff, including an introduction to the state’s history of broadband buildout, the
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unique challenges that the development of telecommunications services has faced in the state,
and regulatory updates unique to the company and state.

10:30—11:00 a.m. Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service, Hardy Telecom) will lead
staffers on a tour of the Central Office of Hardy Telecom to see their Central Office, the
company’s switch and hear from staff members on the technical components of the network.

11:00—11:45 a.m. Drive to Moorefield, W.Va. for Lunch Roundtable (Rural Development
Authority; 223 N. Main Street #102, Moorefield, WV)

11:45—1:15 pm. Lunch Roundtable with Hardy County Community Leaders (Rural
Development Authority; 223 N. Main Street #102, Moorefield, WV)

Staffers will be joined by community leaders representing local government, rural development,
industry, education, public safety, and other areas to hear about how collaborations have led to
successful broadband projects, and the many ways Hardy County is benefiting from a modern
broadband network. Also discussed will be the unique position that NTCA member Hardy
Telecom, a non-profit cooperative, holds in the community in terms of keeping the county
competitive with surrounding counties that don’t have a similar provider. Lunch will be made by
the local Future Farmers of America (FFA) chapter, who regularly make meals for different
community events and fundraisers, including the annual Rural Development Authority holiday
dinner. The cost of the meal for the staffers will be fully covered by FRS and will be under the
federal per diem.

Present at the meeting will be:

e Mr. Roy Harper, Chair of the Hardy County Rural Development Authority (Mr. Harper is
also a local Future Farmers of America (FFA) teacher and his students will be preparing
the meal for the staffers, at full cost to FRS);

e Mr. Harold Michael, Member of the Hardy County Commission;

e Mr. Steve Reckart, Chief of Police for Moorefield, who will discuss the use of broadband
by law enforcement and public safety officials in the area;

e Ms. Elizabeth Pennell, President of ASC Services LLC, a transcription company that

> provides transcripts of government meetings that is based in Hardy County only because
i of the broadband that is available;
::ﬂ e Ms. Briana LaVorgna, dean of Community Engagement and Partnerships for Eastern
ﬁ:;’ West Virginia Community and Technical College, who will discuss the opportunities
it provided for local students through Hardy Telecom’s broadband services and community
litg service; |
E"* o Hardy Telecom’s Mr. Derek Barr (Director of Customer Service) and Ms. Heather
EE Robbins (Business Development Representative) will also join.
"
g:; 1:15—1:45 p.m. Drive to Smoke Hole Caverns in Grant County (8290 N. Fork Hwy Cabins, WV
it 26855).

1:45—2:15 p.m, Staffers will participate in a “Walk and Talk” tour through Smoke Hole
Caverns to give context to the conversation they will later have with Ms. Jill Hendrick, the owner
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of Smoke Hole Caverns and Log Cabin Resort, which operates the Cavemns as well as log cabins
and is a source of economic development for the small, rural Appalachian community in Grant
County. On the “Walk and Talk,” staffers will be accompanied by Mr. Derek Barr (Director of
Customer Service, Hardy Telecom) as well as an employee of Smoke Hole Caverns (to be
assigned on the day-of by the Caverns). Both will provide a background of the area’s many
geographical challenges to providing broadband service, including a description of the thick rock
deposits that make 1t very difficult to provide either wireless or wired broadband.

2:15—3:00 p.m. After a short tour of the Caverns, staffers will meet with Ms. Jill Hendrick, the
owner of Smoke Hole Caverns and Log Cabin Resort, a local small business that struggles with
access to an adequate broadband connection, Ms. Hendrick will share her experience working to

provide her business and community with broadband and how the lack of adequate broadband
adversely affects her business.

3:00—3:15 p.m. Drive to Local 911 Call Center/Data Center in Grant County (155 Technology
Lane, Petersburg, WV)

3:15—4:00 p.m. Staffers will visit the Grant County 911 Center in the Grant County Industrial
Park (155 Technology Lane, Petersburg, WV). The group will be met by Ms. Tammy Kitzmiller
(Executive Director of the Grant County Development Authority), to hear about how an ongoing

broadband project with Hardy Telecom will greatly enhance the emergency safety operations at
the center, and how the broadband connection with the adjoining Data Center will bring new

business opportunities to Grant County.

4:00—6:00 p.m. Tour ends, staffers drive back to Washington, DC (Drop off at Rayburn House
Office Building).

e 4:30—5:30 p.m. Mr. Brian Ford (Senior Regulatory Counsel, NTCA—The Rural
Broadband Association) and Ms. Jessica Golden (Executive Director, Foundation for
Rural Service) will host a wrap-up discussion on the bus to answer any questions the
staffers might have, the current and future barriers to broadband access in rural America
and collaboration with community partners to make access to telecommunications

services possibie.



'
FOUNDATION FOR
RURAL SERVICE

You’re Invited: A Rural Broadband Day Trip to West Virginia
When: April 13, 2018

Broadband is an increasingly important asset for all communities in the United States, but
particularly those that are rural areas. Today, for job creation, as well as applications in healthcare,
education, public safety, agriculture, and even small business, broadband access 1s essential.

Join the Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) this spring as we explore the majestic beauty of West
Virginia to learn about the challenges to, and opportunities gained by, providing broadband to very
rural areas of the United States.

This trip will comply with all House and Senate ethics rules on privately sponsored travel for Hill
staff.

If you have any questions, would like more information, or would like to go ahead and reserve a
space, please contact Jessica Golden at (703) 351-2044, or jgolden(@frs.org.

Space is limited so please RSVP.

The Foundation for Rural Service is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Arlington, Va. Qur
mission is to sustain and enhance quality of life in America by advancing an understanding of rural

Issues. Www.Jrs.org.




